To the Right Honourable the Lordsand Others of his . 
Maieſties moſt Honourable Priuie (ounſell. : 


He humble petition of Thomas ( vo ſſe Goldſmith on the belialfe, not onely of liiinſelfe, but 
of the whole Bodie of Goldſimiths within che Realme of England. 

Shewing that contrary to his Maieſties Lawes, to the wrong of the Common-wealt!1 (and olpe- 
cially of his Ma: eſties Seruants, hauing the chai ge of his Maictties Plate, lewels and rich turnicures, 
by daily experience it is probably knowne, divers ill d ſpoſed perſons doe imbeſell 3nd purloine (il- 
uer Plate of all ſorts, both gilt and white, and alſo Gold in Icwels, Chaines, and Rings, and other 
worke & faſhionof great value, who re ſiding and urk ing about the Court, the Citie of Londen, 
and other Cities ond places withm his M-1eftie> Domimons , doe make it their common trade of 
life to pilfer and cut off gold and ſiluer in Jace trindge and imbroydering of ſiluer and gut purlo, and 
other ſtuffe from Cegches, apparell, and other things of great eſtate. And that diuers like iil-diſpotc.1 
perſons do vnl. wtully put to {ale counterfeit Pearle and Stones, and courſc gold and ſiluer in f- 
rall Goldſmiths wares of leſſe finen: ſſe then is lauf, and acco ding to his Maieſties Standaid. 
Which ſaid offenders to colour and conceale then {iid tacts of i ben ſiliuꝑ and purlovn.ng doe ot- 
dinarily and couertly pawneor ſell the taid God Siluer, an Iewels, to Brokers, Emerlopers, pe- 
ty Chapmen, and diues other of ſeuerall qualuies, a. Pedl-re, Tinkers, Strangers, Forremers Fre- 
ſtallers, Gold- end- men, and women, Bagmen, Old- doublet men, & others, who liaue of late at: ai- 
ned to an vpſtart Trade and cunning io burne or melt the ſa d gold, ſiluet, and Ie wels, wh.ch po- 
perly belongech to the Goldf{miths Trade and Myſtery, and by the {aid practice, doe detace, alter, 
and change the propertic; and often mixt cou ſe and counterfcit ſtutfe therein, and then mike fate 
thereof xo Gpldimiths, without checks of ſuſpit ion, or in ſuch Bullion trauſpo t the ſame be; ond 
the Scas. Aud albeit warning be giuen of things loſt and ſtolue (as in ſuch cales it was wont to goe 
ſorth from Goldſmiths hall, tor the commodities of Goldſmichry) yet by the ſaid practice of the 
ſaid Octendois (eſpecially the Brokers) in buying and ſelling, and taking pau nes, burning and mel- 
ting che ſaid Commodities): he ſai- Metals ſeldome or neuer cotne to light , the Owners of them 
arc meercly coozen:d, the Malef ictors them ſelues eſcape with impunitie aud vn diſcoueted, and 3 
continuall impur2tion and ſlander is vmuſtly faſtned ypon the Goldſiniths in their law full buying of 
gold and ſiluei in Bullion. 

Theſe grieuznces and inconueniences are daily lib e to inctcaſe and multiply to the generall dam- 
mage of the Commonwe2lth, 1: ſome good order be not ſpeedily taken fot Redreſſe. And therefore 
to the end thet a ſpee iy Nefot ma: ion may be had and taken herein, and that his Maieſty, che Nobi- 
li y. and Gentry n perticular. and his yall SnbicRs in ge qerall may not be wronged orpretudiced, 
but hat the Malef actors be diſcoueied, and according to Law puniſhed. 

My it pleaſe your Honou's to be an honourable meanes vnto his Maieſty, for the pnbliſhing 
of his Royall Preclamart u, theroby vucer a certaine penalty prohibiting al! perſons o Whet qua- 
liry ſoeuer, from putting to tale or ui tingly wear ing counte eit Pearic or ſtones, or vtte ing ot put- 
ting to ſale courſe go! d or ſiluet in any xa. es or tian. porting any gold or ſiluer in Bullion in le cls, 
or in any fort or faſhion beyond the Se s ot ar to the Les of this Realme: And likewiſe the: e- 
by prohibiring all p tſons as abouelaid (other then Gol...,viths or the Officers of his Maicſti.s 
Mint or others, licenſec! or to be licenſed, ſo to oe fot the Mint) t. om wiltu'ly defaring, melung, 
or burning anygol.! ot ſiluer, ot nuff, of gold, ot filuer or altting, the property of any Iew<ls,or from 
couertly buying or (ciling, c hauging or cxchanping, pawning or taking to pawns any gold or ſili er 
or Icwels, or the like es aſoieſaid. but of or wi h Free Goldſmiths at their Stalls or Shops, being 
che Market ouert for the ſid ſcucrall Commod ties acccrding to the tenour of the Charter of the 
City of London, and the Gold'mmichs Charter of the ſai} City,confirmed vnto them by Actoſ Par- 
le ment, inthe firſt yeere of the Raigne of King Edaord the Third, which was ſo done by th: poli- 
cie of the State in thoſe times, for the p cuen ing and auoydiug of ſuch like incoauenii nces and pra- 
ctices of fraud and deceit as: foteſid. As by the ſaid Charter may plainly appeare. Witha Preui 
to be iuſerted in the faid Proc/amatien, that the Gol.fmiths in all incorporated Cities, To'vnes, & 
places within his Maieſties Dominions may lawtully vſe their Trades and Myſteries, according to 
their Frecdomes, and Charters, and Liberties, and not o:herwiſc then is thereby or may be here. 
aſtet preſctibed to the Goldſmiths of London. Likewiſe with a Commandement to ali Goldſmiths 
throvghout his Maieſties Dominions to be careful and vigilant vpon their Searches wich warrant & 
power to be giuen vnto them for the apprehending of all ſuch ſuſpected perſons as ſhal hercafter,of- 
lex or ſhew,or vtter, or put to ſale vnto thẽ the ſaid Goldſmiths or any othets, coutſe or count etfeit 
gold or ſiluer. or like wares ot any wiſe ſhal trade, vſe, ot practice (other ot otherwiſe then as is atore- 
jaid in t he ſaid recited Comodities : And alſo the Brokers & thoſe of the ſaid qualities as aforeſai q, 
whoſhal heteaftet or after a certain day in the ſaid Proc/amatson to be prefixed be found vnlawtully 
to dcal or offend in any the premiſes to bring with theix goods before the next Iuſtiee of Peace to be 
examined boi ouer with Sureties to app-are at the next Seſſions of the Peace to be holden within 
the City of Londen, ot within any Count e where the Fact ſhalbe committed, or the pariv or goods 
apprehended or taken, there or in the high Court of Star- hamber to anſwete the Lawes and their 
contempt. Or otherwiſe may it pleaſe your Honours to order and ſet done ſome good courſe here - 
in, as in your Honourable witdomesſhall be chought fit. Aud your Petitioner ſhall pray, &c, 


